
Lodi Police Department 
215 West Elm Street 

Lodi, CA  95240 
(209) 333-6731 / (209) 333-6792 fax

November 15, 2024 

Honorable Gus C. Barrera II, Presiding Judge 
San Joaquin County Superior Court 
180 E Weber Ave, Suite 1306J 
Stockton, California 95202 

Re: Lodi Police Department Response to Grand Jury Case #0318 – Cold Cases in San Joaquin County: On 
the Back Burner 

Judge Barrera, 

On October 16, 2024, the City of Lodi Police Department (“LPD”) received a copy of the San Joaquin 
County Grand Jury Case #0318 Report titled “Second Look - 2018-2019 San Joaquin County Civil Grand 
Jury Report, Cold Cases in San Joaquin County: On the Back Burner” (“Second Report”). Generally, the 
Report reviewed cold cases in San Joaquin County, and documented a lack of response from the police 
agencies to the 2018-2019 San Joaquin Civil Grand Jury Report #318 of the same title (“Original 
Report”). 

City Response to the Report 

The Second Report provides: “[t]he Lodi City Council shall respond to all Findings and Recommendations 
of this report R1 and R2 and the 2018-2019 Grand Jury Report “Cold Cases in San Joaquin County: On 
the Back Burner” Case #0318, R1, R2, R8, and R10.”   

Therefore, this response addresses the Second Report request and goes through the four (4) Original 
Report recommendations that applied to LPD.  These were: 

• R1 Each law enforcement agency in San Joaquin County develop a plan to define, prioritize, 
and digitally track cold case investigations no later than December 31, 2019.  Prioritization will 
emphasize available physical evidence and utilize emerging DNA testing techniques. 
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• R2  Each law enforcement agency in San Joaquin County expands their definition of “cold 
case” to include missing persons with suspicious circumstances, and sexual assault (forcible rape 
and attempted rape), in addition to homicide no later than December 31, 2019.

• R8  Each law enforcement agency in San Joaquin County signs a Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement with the newly formed Cold Case Task Force no later than March 31, 
2020.

• R10  Each law enforcement agency in San Joaquin County develops a procedure and practice 
for maintaining periodic contact with family members of cold case victims no later than March 
31, 2020.

The City of Lodi and LPD’s 2019 response to the Original Report is included as Attachment 1 hereto 
(“2019 Response”). LPD now provides an updated response to these recommendations for actions that 
have occurred since the 2019 Response as follows: 

• R1 This recommendation has been met. LPD digitally tracks all cold case investigations and 
prioritizes cases with available physical evidence and utilizes emerging DNA testing techniques.  
As of the date of this report, every cold case has been analyzed to determine whether there is 
physical evidence in need of DNA or genetic testing.  All available items have been tested.  Cold 
cases are digitally assigned to each detective’s investigative “dashboard.” LPD cold cases are 
distributed among all detectives, and a supplemental report detailing their efforts is created on 
at minimum an annual basis. 

• R2 This recommendation has been met. LPD’s cold cases include missing persons with 
suspicious circumstances and sexual assaults in addition to homicides. 

• R8 This recommendation has been met. LPD has signed and participates with the county-
wide Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. 

• R10  This recommendation has been met. LPD maintains a practice of periodically contacting
family members or next of kin of cold case victims.  This occurs at the beginning of each year
during “Cold Case Week” in which the department actively solicits information through social
media by highlighting select cases and contacts family members to attempt to locate new leads
or information.

In addition to the items noted above, LPD actively participates with the Luis G. Alvarez Rewards For 
Justice Foundation.  This Lodi-based group raises funds to provide rewards to those whose tips to the 
police lead to arrests of unsolved homicides. 

Summary 

LPD is committed to finding justice for victims of homicide or serious crimes.  The Department is also 
committed to collaborating with not only local law enforcement agencies, but also local community based 
organizations that serve these interests. 
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Should you need any additional information on the City of Lodi and LPD’s response to the Second 
Report, please contact me by email at eversteeg@lodi.gov or by phone at (209) 333-5517. 

Kind Regards, 

Captain Eric VerSteeg 

Cc via email only: Mr. Irving Jimenez, grandjury@sjcourts.org 
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